EFFECTS OF ERYTHROMYCIN AND SALIVA ON INFECTED WOUNDS

WOUNDS BEFORE TREATMENT

SALIVA APPLICATION

TEN DAYS LATER
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One teenager gained admittance to the nation's largest science fair competition by withholding medical treatment from a cat with badly infected
dog bite wounds and observing the effects of the cat's licking of the wounds.

Humane Progress
Halts at Largest
Science Fair
Infliction of Pain Comm on,
HSUS Observer Reports
The International Science and Engi
neering Fair, the final stage of competi
tion for about 90% of the state and
local science fairs in the nation, appears
to have ended its attempts to improve
the treatment of animals in projects it
accepts for competition.
At the 1975 fair, held last May in
Oklahoma City, Okla., there were 27
projects that involved inflicting pain on
vertebrate animals, according to Mrs.
Melinda Goemaat, an HSUS member
from Oklahoma City who attended the
fair as HSUS's representative. This is
almost the identical number of such
projects that were exhibited in the 1974
fair.
The 27 projects included implantation
of tumors in rats, exposing mice to vinyl
chloride, injecting a substance into
guinea pigs that causes hardening of
tissues, exposing mice to high decibel
noise levels, performing skin grafts on
mice, and injecting chicken eggs with
an aspirin substitute to study malforma
tion of the chicks.
One particularly cruel project was

based on attempts to graft skin onto
mice. The 16-year-old student who
conducted the experiment reported that
some of the mice broke the stitches and
that he had used suture material of
improper size. He also reported that
some of the mice died, possibly as a
result of being too cold.
"In talking to me about his project,
this boy had the attitude that his project
had been fun," Mrs. Goemaat reported.
"He admitted in response to my ques
tioning that he wasn't furthering science
because the results of his project were
already known by the scientific com
munity."
In another project, a 15-year-old
youth used a cat with what appeared to
be badly infected dog bite wounds to
determine whether or not the cat's lick
ing of the wounds would enhance heal
ing. (There was no information available
as to where the student obtained the
cat.) Although the animal was reported
to have recovered from the wounds,
HSUS cannot condone withholding
proper medical treatment from an
animal.
In another experiment a 17-year-old
girl used cardiac punctures to remove
blood from eight rats in a study of the
effects of tumors on blood serum pro
teins. "Many highly trained professional
scientists can't perform cardiac punc
tures properly, " commented Dr. F.
Barbara Orlans, who has spearheaded
the HSUS campaign to make science
fairs humane. "I can't imagine that a
high school student could perform this
highly technical procedure accurately
and humanely."
HSUS was encouraged at the 1974
fair because there were no projects
involving experiments on monkeys, a
popular subject at previous fairs, and
there was a reduction in the number of
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projects involving home surgery on
animals. But no further progress was
noted this year.
"Students seem to be able to do
whatever they want, including the in
fliction of pain, injury, or inhumane
death," Dr. Orlans concluded after
studying Mrs. Goemaat's report. "As
long as they have at least cursory
supervision from an adult, no restric
tions are imposed."
Mrs. Goemaat concurred. "I t was
obvious that there had been little s uper
vision other than a 'warm body' being
somewhere in the laboratory or clinic
with them," she said. "I think this is
particularly in evidence with the 16year-old boy who conducted the skin
grafting on mice. Surely, if he would
have received proper supervision, the
correct suture material would have
been utilized and the mice wouldn't
have been allowed to die as a result of
improper temperatures."
The most disturbing aspect of the
fair, Dr. Orlans believes, is that all the
projects reported by Mrs. Goemaat are
approved under the guidelines used by
the fair. "None of these projects would
have been allowed under the HSUS
Guiding Principles for the Use of Ani
mals in Elementary and Secondary Edu
cation," she said.
The HSUS guidelines prohibit science
projects and classroom demonstrations
that inflict pain, suffering, or injury on
any warm-blooded animal. (Free copies
are available from HSUS headquarters.)
Mrs. Goemaat urged all humanitarians
to attend at least one science fair. "I
think many of u s get so wrapped u p in
the dog and cat problems that we fail
to give much thought to our smaller
friends, who, as evidenced by this fair,
are the innocent victims of extreme
cruelty."
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